
 Geography of upper 
catchment

 NWA 36 of 1998 and 
related legislation

 NEMA, WULA, etc 

 ROLES: DWAS as 
sector 
regulator, WSAs;  
Civil society

 Groundwater protocol

 SIP 19  ecological 
infrastructure







• 20 000 km2 
drainage 
basin
• 408km 
source to sea
• soils very 
dispersive, ex
acerbated by 
land use & 
alien plants



 KINIRA

 SEETA

 LEBELLE

 MZIMVUBU







- 50 tons per ha / soil  loss
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Chapter 1: Interpretation and fundamental principles

 The purpose of this Act is to ensure that the nation’s water resources are 
protected, used, developed, conserved, managed and controlled in ways 
which take into account amongst other factors : meeting human basic 
needs, promoting equitable access to water; protecting aquatic and 
associated ecosystems and their biological diversity; reducing and 
preventing pollution and degradation of water resources etc.

Chapter 3: Protection of water resources

 Protection of water resources is fundamentally related to their 
use, development, conservation, management and control.

Chapter 4: Use of water

 The National Government has overall responsibility for and authority 
over water resource management. This includes the equitable allocation 
and beneficial use of water in the public interest. Therefore a person can 
only be entitled to use water if the use is permissible under the Act.



Chapter 7: Catchment management agencies

 The purpose of establishing the catchment management agency is to 
delegate water resource management to the regional or catchment level 
and to involve local communities, within the framework of the national 
water resource strategy.

 The functions of the catchment management agency include:

 to develop a catchment management strategy

 to investigate and advice interested people on the 
protection, use, development, conservation, management and control of 
the water resources in its water management area 

 to co-ordinate the related activities of the water users and of the water 
management institutions within its water management area 

 to promote the co-ordination of its implementation with the 
implementation of any applicable development plan established in terms 
of the Water Services Act, 1997 (Act No. 108 of 1997) 

 to promote community participation in the 
protection, use, development, conservation, management and control of 
the water resources in its water management area.





 The NEMA (107 of 1998) is the frame work legislation (the 
umbrella legislation) for amongst others : the conservation Act 
(No. 73 of 1989), National water Act (No. 36  of  1998), NEM: Air 
Quality Act (No. 39 of 2004), NEM: Protected Areas Act (No. 57 of 
2003), NEM: Biodiversity Act (No. 10 of 2004) etc.

 Section 28 of NEMA imposes a general duty of care for the 
environment( that is every person has the duty to avoid pollution 
and environmental degradation).

 Examples are the water  supply projects that we have been 
involved with, doing Bas / EIAs and WULA .



The following water uses require a water use licence (WUL) (section 21, National Water Act):

a. Taking water from a water resource.
b. Storing water.
c. Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse.
d. Engaging in a stream flow reduction activity (as identified in section 36, National Water 

Act).
e. Engaging in a controlled activity as identified in sections 37(1) and 38(1), National 

Water Act.
f. Discharging waste or water containing waste into a water resource through a 

pipe, canal, sewer, sea outfall or other conduit.
g. Disposing of waste in a manner that may detrimentally impact a water resource.
h. Disposing of water that contains waste from or which has been heated in any industrial 

or power generation process.
i. Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a watercourse.
j. Removing, discharging or disposing of water found underground if it is necessary for 

continuing the activity efficiently or for the safety of people.
k. Using water for recreational purposes.



Who must register their water use?

 Individuals- farmers, small-holders, land owners or lessees
 Communities-traditional farmers group, communal enterprise
 National or Provincial government
 Companies and businesses 
 Water user Associations
 Water Service Providers-Water Boards and Local governments.



 Forms to register are obtainable from any office 
of the Department or www.dwa.gov.za

 To register a water use, a completed 
registration package is submitted to the 
Department.

 Registration can not be turned down if it is for 
legitimate use .

 Incomplete forms may be returned to the water 
user and registration suspended until complete 
information is provided.

http://www.dwa.gov.za/


Registration of water use for S21(a), S21(b), S21(c) and
S21(i) involves part 1 and part 2.

PART 1 – applicant and property details

DW757-Applicant

 DW901-Property where water use occur

 DW 902-Property owner

PART 2 is the actual activity affecting resource
 DW 760-Taking water from a water resource (S21a)

 DW763-Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse

 DW768-Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a
watercourse.



 RoD is the project license issued by the Department of 
Environmental Affairs.

 Environmental Authorisation specifies the activities for which the 
authorisation has been granted for.

 It is the responsibility of the Authorisation holder to comply with 
all the project specific conditions that are outlined in the RoD and 
EMP

 The EMP is the detailed programme to mitigate all the negative 
impacts of the project  to the environment during construction and 
operational phase.

 With Water projects where pipes cross streams and rivers  method 
statements are required from the contractor s to avoid water 
pollution and other impacts to the water resources that are used.





 EAPs and ECOs are the people who we can call the green police. 
They make sure that the Environmental Authorisation holder 
complies with the conditions in the EMP and RoD.

 The project should build capacity within the communities , this is 
where young people are involved as the ELOs.

 An ELO (Environmental Liaison Officer) is from the community 
and is being trained  by the ECO to see to it that there is 
compliance within the project (a whistle blower to the EAP)   










